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covering of oilskins.Inside were more g_,:fv ~ = | —

than 20,000 kilos of documents dating : .

back to the time of Columbus. The
journey south had passed through
Castilla La Mancha and once reaching
Andalusia, the carts veersduthwest to
Seville.

Located in the old quarter of the city and next to the
cathedral, this building was destined to become the
Archivo General de Indiaslts 43,000 boxes of
documents stored on more than 10 kilometers of shelves
have inevitably linkedhe history of Spain and the
Americas for all time.

Ship manifest diluestraSefiora deMercedes y San JosE706

A.G.l. Contratacion, 2429.

The Casa Lonja

The origin of the Casa Lonjauilding goes back to
the beginning of the f6century, when the merchants of
Seville conducted their overseas commercial transactions
just outside the catldeal. One can imagine the
disagreements that took place between the merchants
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Notes from the Prez i
Steven Anthony

There is something addictive about diving in 80
degree water, with 80 feet of clear viz and surrounded by
Florida's most beautiful and engaging marine life. So, in
June MAHS sent a team to the Florida Keys National
Marine Sanctuary once again to work on the shipwreck
site on Pickles Reef. Under the guidance of Brenda
Altmeier, NOAA Maritime Heritage Program
Coordinatorand Matt Lawrence, NOAA Maritime
Archaeologist, the MAHS team continued this year to
collect detiled measurements of selected features that
appear to be the remains of a metal sailing schooner.
Adjacent to the wreck and strewn throughout the site is
an array of cement barrels. The objective is to hopefully
identify the name of this wreck and cadhtrte a site map
for the Sanctuary archives.

The Pickles Reef project also offers MAHS the
opportunity to advance our study of 3D site survey
techniques, which hold the prospect of more accurate
and efficient site mapping capability. Board member
Dave Slaw has been spearheading this effort for MAHS
and has also spent a considerable amount of time this
year evaluating the various software solutions on the
market.

In August, MAHS invited all members and their
guests to the annual MAHS picnic at Seneca Cstate
Park in Maryland. It was a warm sunny day and MAHS
Directors Dave Shaw and Dennis Knepper worked the
grill as usual. Everyone seemed to enjoy the opportunity
to spend a lazy summer afternoon among friends.

As summer waned and turned into fall, MAHS
announced that its fall field school would be conducted
on the Bodkin Point site in the Chesapeake Bay. This
field school is intended to introduce students to a
shallow, cold water, zereiz mapping experience on the
remains of a 20-century woodethulled schooner.
Several problems occurred with the charter boat
arrangements, so the field school was postponed to
October 24 and 25. That weekend the weather turned
out to be cold and blustery, with the water whipped up
by northeasterly winds. The condit® proved
challenging for the class and served as a sound lesson if
how difficult things can become when Mother Nature
doesn't cooperate.

As the year 2015 comes to a close MAHS members
are working diligently in support of trennual
conference of the Sodieof Historical Archaeology and
Advisory Council for Underwater Archaeology (ACUA)
which will be held in Washington, D.C., from January 6
10, 2016. MAHS will be involved in the ACUBoard
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the history of Spain in the New World@wo men

in particular were crucial for the founding of the

Archivo General de IndiasThe first was the

mo n a rSedrefaso de Indiaslosé de Galvez.

He visited the archives &imancas in 1773 and saw

for himself the disorder of the documents from the

Americas. Many of the Indieslocuments had been

stored in Simancas since 1544, according to the

Real Cédulaf Emperor Charles ViIn this royal

decree, issued alune30 of thatyear, the Emperor

hadorderedhatall documents and papers referring

t o A |thedfiedis different offices of the

Consejowereto be sent to Simanca8undles of

documentsrrived thereover the next century and a

half, but the collection watar from complete.

Gélvez knew that other Spanish cities also had

colonial papers

e : j Even more important was the King's

Casa Lonja of the Archivo General tieias, Seville. cosmographer and court chronicler, Juan Bautista
Photo by the author. Mufoz. This Valencian scholar was appointed by

and the ecclesiastical authorities of the cifjie conflict Charles Il to travel throughout Spaincacopy

was resolved during King P qurt qogpments, with the aing qf yriting g history gf the |-
1570. He proposedhata merchant exchange be built panish EoloniesThis opus was based on the original

near the cathedral esplanadaonstructiorbegan in do_cuments sent to and from the _New_Wor_Id ano_l was

1583 with the cost covered by therecho de Lonjsax, written as a reaction to the Scottish historian William

which was deducted from all goods leaving and arriving Robertsopwho N 1771 had wrien a nJOSt. R
in Seville. uncompli mentary fihistoryo

The Casa Lonja construction was a complex and colonisation of the Americas by the Spaniards. Mufioz
lengthy affair of fifty years, an exciting period for this rapidly became aware of the necessrc_y t(.) have all the_zse
bustling city, when fleets of galleons arrived from the documents brought together, and he insisted on Seville

Indies laderwith rich cargos of silver, gold and peatrls, for reasons of safety and space

grana cochinal andafiil (red and blue dyes for textiles), At first the documents_ in the newly founded
cacao, tobacco and sugdirom 1589 to 1717, archives were go_nsulted_ by
for as long as the Indies trade was based in government officials, official
Seville on the banks of the Guadalquivir
River, theCasa de Contrataciéfrepresenting
the crown) and th€onsulado d&€omercio
(representing the merchants) controlled all
commercial dealings from the Casa Lonja
building.

Founding of the Archivo General de Indias

As of 1680, the city of Cadiz assumed a
increasingly important role in the Indies tradé
The gradual silting up of the Guadalquivir
River and ever larger galleons made it
difficult, and certainly dangerous, to cross th
Sanlucar sandbar at the mouth d tiver.

And thus by 1717, commercial activities had
been moved from Seville tod8iz and the
Lonjafell into disuse

Toward the end of the T&:entury, the Above: Secretario déndias, José
enlightened Bourbon King, Charles Ill, deGalvez :
transformed the neglectédnjainto the sole Right: Juan BautistaMufioz,cosmographer and court chromcler

repository fo all the documentation related to Public domain images.
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chroniclers of this period of Spanish history, diplomats The Document Collection

and other archivistsWashington Irvingvas probably The collection of thé\rchivo General de Indias

the firstAmerican to visit the archiveshen, in 1828 comprises the most important documents related to the
1829, he studied the Columbus voyaglienetheless, it discovery, conquest and colonisation of the Spanish
was not until 1844 that the archives became accessible to gverseas over the course of four centurigaring its
outside researchers, and by the beginning of tfle 20 more than 200 years of history, the archives has

century academics and scholars from around the world

continued to acquire documents from statéections or
became aware of this ( . ,

e e e S 1 donations related to
the New World and

information. A % B 5 . the Philippines.
&ﬁb Among these is the
t

unique source of

number of American =t EMEL T f7 - a2 w3 o é %
scholars spent long | ol Ly A RN Wy 7" private collection of

periods of arduous | _ @y S = o, | General Camilio
research in the first %} 1('.”//21('1/</(’/(((((277(( quce <'ﬂ/u///')<'/(’/é‘g(/mu/m/(/m(m((uj(ﬁﬂ'}/m.(\Dféf)/z}ﬁ;/?('(gzjr}r Garcia de Polavieja, a
two decaes of the | % guesdiodotadlanana el diand® Wgye RITY9. amos. o~ ~—— | Captain General of
20" centuryinorder |\ [ pete] Epriise el S Cuba and the

to put together s e ' e g i _ il Philippines.
catalogues which are |5/ 1o ‘ ‘ N To make more
seminal to the | oY i o 4 o : : 1 space for offices,
understanding of ; G By il 1 | meeting rooms and

Spanish colonial
history in California,

| document restoration,
/| the building on the

the American Uit ool i | 188 : : : | south side of th€asa
Southwest, Florida, {757 "‘"fﬁ’”"_v ) g M (B R B ] . 1. J Lonjahas become the
Louisiangand Texas. |—— T Tt b === reading room. A
These early American - ' gl subterranean tunnel
visitors to the Summaryof thecargo aboard the squadron @eneral D. Andrés Reggio  links the two
archives included that leftHavanaon May 13, 1749 A.G.l. MP. Varios23. buildings under the
histaians Charles narrow street through
Chapman, James A. Robertson, Herbert E. Bolton, which the documents are el on trolleys.The
Roscoe R. Hill, Charles Wilson, and Adolf Bandelier bundles egajog, books, maps and objects a@v

In 1986, the Spanish Ministry of Culture, IBM stored on compact mobile metal storage shelves,
Spain, and the Ramon Areces Foundation signed a joint  although a visitor to the upper part of the main building
research project to design and devel@pmplex can see how these bundles were originally kept

computerized information system for the archives. Their  impressive book cases of Ban mahogany
aim was twofold:to provide a system of easy access to _ , .
the collection, and to document its conservatiBome Hi storians at The fiMecca o
years before, Jesuit Father Charles O"Neill wrote that American History o

that the entire contentd the archives should be ~Inrecent years up to 1@DO0 researchers have spent

mi c r o f The frehilo Gefieral de Indidss a time in the reading room.

repository that holds records necessary for the history of  py john Tepaskeof Duke University, first came to
many nations from the fSothe 19c e nt ur i e s . 0 seyille as a graduate student in 1956. Immetjiat

The digitization process in the archidethe enthralled by the collection, he was also impressed by
conservation and duplitan of documen® has the reading room and the feeling of community among
radically changed the nature and profile of the scholars from around the world. He recalls that the

researcherMost spend only a limited amount of ime in - American researchers were always waiting first on the
the reading room, only long enough to consult the data steps to the front door before thehives opened. At 11

base of the collection and order copies of relevant am sharp, these scholars, young and old, would leave in
documents.Access tdhe archives is also possible over a group to have coffee togethdrepaske returned

internet via PARES, thBortal de Archivo Espafioles throughout his academic life many timedis last visit
Spanish Archive Portal. This ongoing*2®ntury in 2006 was a nostalgic couple of months for the great
project to digitize the archives can be seen as the historian

culmination of King Charles 1@ dream: to bring _ o

together irone place all the administrative documents Dr. Eugene Lyorieels a special affinity to the 17

referring to the Indies century bronze cannon which stands at the entrance to
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Interior of theCasa Lotha{ of the Archivo General de Indias
Seville. Photo by the author.

thearchives reminding us daily that past meets present.
The cannonés | ast voyage
Nuestra Sefiora de la Atochahich wrecked off Florida

in a hurricane in 1622Dr. Lyon was responsible for
researching the story, and after thdegm was salvaged,
he ensured thahecannon returned to its port of
departure.There it proudly stands, close to the register
in which it is recorded in bundle144 of thelndiferente
General the section of the archives containing
miscellaneous mates. The story of the treasure and
lengthy salvage of thatochaby Mel Fisher is well

known. However, Lyon insists that the real treasure
from the Indies was not under water. Rather, it is safely
kept within the
richness of Spain in the Indie

Victoria Stapelldhas researched in tiAgchivo General

de Indiassince 1977. She arrived as a graduate student
with basic historical tools but with no training in reading
early 18™-century documentsA course inSpanish
palaeography at the University of Seville equipped her to
embark on a career of more than thirty years of research
for academics, institutions, libraries, and the me&ize

has never lost the thrill of opening a new bundle of
documents.Tightly bound accounts secured with

crimson ribbon; correspondence held together with rusty
pins; illegible water stained papérsnany of these give

the impression of never having been reAdiong her
favor it e ,0f dsihsec orveecrailel sswing

the bcation of an 18-century shipwreck in the
Philippines; a fine, ink drawing of a #&entury Andean
musician; and a love poem written at the end of an early
17"-century ship manifest dated at Veracrdz
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The documentation of tAechivo de Ind&is divided into
16 sections as follows: Name, number of bundles, and
outside time span. The numbers of bundles and time period
covered in each section are part of an ongoing process of
cataloguing.
I:  PATRONATO (307 bundles)
148061790
Created at thiene of the archives, these documents were
considered particularly valuable and narrate the conquest and fi
discovery period.

Il: CONTADURIA (2,126 bundles)
15161778
Treasury records

CONTRATACION (6,301 bundles)
14921795

Shipping armbmmercial documents, maritime legislation, econory
history.

IV: JUSTICIA (1,207 bundles)
15151617

Law suits

V: GOBIERNO (18,714 bundles)
14921854

Th 1Audienci of I go
tserles dlfer[(]enf“s ans'ggl ume ent geographical areas

in the colonies. Official correspondence: Viceroys, government
ecclesiastical officials.

VI: ESCRIBANIA DE CAMARA (2,864 bundles)
15251761
Law suits

VII: ARRIBADAS (648 bundles)
17111823
Maritime and economstory. Crown correspondence

VIII:CORREOS (895 bundles)
17631846.
Correspondence, legislation, maps and drawings.

IX: ESTADO (110 bundles)
17061836
.ﬁuﬁlenmmatenal for Me>§co and the Ph|||pp{ners_l e

X: ULTRAMAR (1,013 bundles)
16061870
Audiencimaterial largely for the late 18th and 19th centuries.

PAPELES DE CUBA (2,956 bundles)
15851857
Cuban documents as of 1750.

: CONSULADOS (3,158 bundles and books)
15431857
Merchant Guilds, primarily Seville and Céadiz

XITITULOSBCASTILLA (14 bundles)
18th19th centuries
Titles

XIVTRIBUNAL DE CUENTAS (2,751 bundles)
18511887
Treasury records

XV:DIVERSOS (48 bundles)
14391898

Miscellaneous
n a map sho

In addition, the archives contain nearly 4,000 maps and drawings,
and 2,500 objects including flags, textiles, stamps, coins, Papal
Bulls, and genealogical charts.
S —

cul

XI:

Xl

eé“) Plug qynigeejapeqys

Fst

hic

and

t

u

h e

r



Stormvogel, the Last Sail-Powered Freight Hauler in Bonaire

by Francois van der Hoeven and Patrick Holian

he 45-foot sloopStormvogelthe

last of the sailing freight haulers

built in Bonaire, was recently
rescued from a back bay in Curacao
where it had been abandoned as derelic
As part of a major preservation effort, th
vessel has returned to its home isldor 3
restoration to its original appearance. §

Bonaire was at one time the center ¢

of a small but important boat building
industry in the southern Caribbean.
Shipping has always been critical to the
life of the Caribbean islands, and for mog
of the histortal period, vessels plying the’
island trade have been sailing shialt,
aloe,wood, andivestockwere exported £ — = . .
from Bonairejn return for a variety of = 9 1y
commoditiesot available on the island Stormvogemooredin Curagao. Photo by M. van Veldhoven.
The vessels working among the islands
also carried peopjeackages, and mail, and in so doing set itapart from other balandras in the area. Legend has
they helped maintain connections between families and it thatwhen another skipper painted his balandra black,

friends in an era when isolation was a constant part of Felida O0persuadedd the man
life. The trading boats were thus central to the cultural Seventynine-yearold Lucio Soliano was a
as well as economic weltleing of the islands. deckhand orstormvogehnd recalled the variety of
The naméestormvogels from the Dutch for storm cargo hauled by the vessel. In one instance, they
birdd the petrel or stormy petrel, a species of small, tanported | ive goat s: i We
pelagic sea bird, and thus an appropriate name for a boat 90 goats and deliver them to Curagao. We would put as
continually braving the open ocearStormvogelivas many as we could below deakd tie the rest above
built in 1951 by shipwright EtéiCraane on the deck. With a crew of five
waterfront of Playa Pabou, n drthe 1960gtfiev 8 8 snmmadt @nd ldowspritveep i t a |
and main port, Kralendijk. The sloop was constructed removed and a diesel engine and deck house added. A
for Martinus Ramon Felida, a sea captain who used it fiberglass shell was also fixed on the exterior of the hull.
initially to haul propane tanksetween Curagao and
Bonaire at a time when the refilling of tanks was only tormvogelwas recently found by the senior author,
done on the larger abandoned and deterioratinghtacola Bay one of
island. StormvogeWas the many small bays in the extensive interior of
a cutterriggedsailing Willemstad harbor. The Fundashon Patrimonio
boat, with asingle mast Maritimo Boneiru (Bonaire Maritime Heritage
and abowsprit, the latter Foundation) was established to oversee conservation
securing twdheadsails. restoationof the boato its original conditionThe
This type ofboat was foundation secured legal ownership of the vessel from
known regional} as a the Felida family and began fundraising efforts. The
balandraandwas latter has resulted in numerous contributions of money,
popular for small time, and inkind donations. Locand international
commercial vessels in foundations and commercial entitieave provided
the area. funds. Storage space, shipyard workspace, and hauling
Stormvogeivas and shipping servicésincludingtransporting the boat
considered a fast sailer, from Curacgao to Bonairaboarda local freighted have
sailing well when close been donated at little or no costnd\asmall army of
CaptainMartinus Felida hauled. Felida had the volunteergn Curagaaand Bonairénas contributed labor
Phobographer unknown vessel painted black to and expertisalong the way

6 MAHS\NEws Fall 2015



B ™ PRl
A balandratype vessel under sail.
Photo byE.A. Wegman.

Thevesselwas in poor condition when it was
found. Cleanup began Curacadn November 2014
and continued through the following January. Stripped
to its original core, the boatas transpded toBonaire
arrivingin late March 2015. It was transported to a new
shipyard, where a cradle was constructed to support the
hull during the refurbishing. Additional demolition and
cleaning were carried out, and then the process of
reconstructing thboat began and has continued through
the summeand fallof 2015.

The original Bonaire shipwrights built by eye, using
experience and intuition to guide their design. But now
t he pr oj e c shipwrightBrutesHalbbislk, n g
has carefully measured the boat and generated a 3
modelof thehull, producingwhat are klieved to behe
first-ever plans o& Bonairebuilt vessel

Brass hardware along the railas removegto be
cleaned and reinstalled on the ship toward the end of the
restoration. Other repairs, however, have been
considerably more extensive. Thiediglass shell was
strippedfrom the exterior of the hull, allowing
assessment dfull planking and frames for water
damage or rot. The boat had been lifted by crane five
timesin six monthgduring various transfers and
preliminary work. Despite the besfforts of the team,
the lifts took their toll. The hull developed a noticeable
twist amidships, seen particularly on the port side where
the frames were already damaged and the dadk
separatd threatening the structural integrity of the
entire vesde The team reinforced the inside of the hull
on the intact starboard side and then jacked up the
damaged port side area until it matched the starboard
side.

Much of the port side framing wasther missingr
not salvageable and needed to be repladedeplicate
the framing pattern on that side of the hulipan was

MAHSNEWS Fall 2015

made of each starboard frame and the corresponding port

frame was cut as a mirror image. New framedbeing
fashioned fronkui, the wood used in the original
construction. Aype of mesquite kui is still abundant
on the island.Most of the wood to be used in the
reconstruction is takefinom treesalreadycut down for
developmenprojects on the island. When necessary,
live treesare harvested sustainably, withly a few
branchegaken

Public outreach is a major part of the restoration
project. Complete photographic and video
documentation of the project is beiognductedand a
Facebook weblog is regularly updated. Interviews have
been held with old timers, including sai$ and boat
builders from the island, for insights into construction
techniques and stories about the vessel itself. The
anecdote from Lucio Soliarabout hauling goats

resulted from one such interview. A short film about
Stormvogelnd Bonaire's maritie history is also being
producedwith Bonaireans including Ismael Soliano,
Stormvogeés captain over a period of four years,
appearing irsome of the roles.

An exciting part of the outreadffort is the Junior
Shipwright program, which includes lectuias nautical
heritage presented hysiting shipwright consultants and
by the noted Bonaire historiaBoi Antoin. A 10-hour
course for students allows them to experience working
alongside locaboat builders One of the latest
fundraising efforts is th&dopt-A-Rib program. For a
contribution of $50, one of the new hull frames will be
inscribed with the

Volunteers harvesting kui wood for new frames.
Photo by P. Holian.

donor 6s



